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PREFACE

From a personal point of view, I have no connection towards any form of conventional
religion. However, as a committed and loyal supporter of West Bromwich Albion F.C, I have
often satirised the passion, fervour and excitement of a football supporter to the devotion that
an individual may attribute to a conventional religious order.

I have often been ridiculed for the way in which I have caricatured football fanatics,
and their subsequent grouping as a crowd, as synonymous to religous organisations and their
congregrations. Nevertheless, 1 believe such an investigation is essential to the study within
the field of sociology and religion, as it enables the scholar to fully understand and appreciate
all possible forms of faith and worship.

This paper examines the extent to which twentieth-century secularisation has led to the
proliferation of a multitude of varying personal beliefs and secular forms of homage and
respect. From this I aim to show how an individuals sense of adoration towards a football
team can illustrate such an example of privatised meaning and reverence.

Data was collected by a means of qualitative secondary information only. The content
of this paper is therefore the result of an extensive and detailed literature review.

By employing a broad definition of religion, findings revealed that football can be
similarly characterised as a contemporary form of personalised worship. Whilst conventional
religion ( Protestantism and Catholocism ) and football convey many parallels, they can also
possess many differences. The transition from profane to sacred forms of ritualised behaviour,
therefore highlights the most accessible way in which football can be identified as a quasi
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INTRODUCTION

hhnhwrgnﬁﬂmtf;wdonuthwn'immhwmmmh
simply a matter of slow suffocation, because football is the air we breathe" (COSGROVE
1986:99).

wnammumhmm. It is the most
mmmhmmmmﬂwmmuwmm
football's most premier event, The World Cup Final. It can also be seen to have a major
impact upon the lives of ordinary folk. The late Bill Shankly once stated that ' football is not
about life and death, it is far more important than that" This suggests that football fanatics are
hnhﬁnﬂmwﬁamdw.muhmmnmufmhgm
life rather than just ninety minutes of entertainment.

Due to the intense beliefs, values and identity that an individual may attribute towards
their ‘team’, some have likened football to a religious order and have caricatured football fans
as contemporary equivalents of religious devotees.

Many researchers involved within the study of religion have focused their theoretical
nlyﬁ:mﬁ:lymmﬂmﬁﬁuud&:mﬂlﬂhﬂt‘fﬁﬂﬂlm} However, such
mmammmmmmmmmmmm
the features of a secular society. Under such broad terms, religion can be defined upon
ultimate transcendence through non-supernatural means,

"At one pole are the committed minorities, with integrated frameworks of beliefs held
whhininﬂhnﬁmﬂrdighumm;utho!hupuhhmﬂmmhnﬁtywﬁhmqﬁdﬂy






























































































































